Musical Theatre Footlights

@ . THE HOTEL MOUSE

I’Ll. DREAM OF YOU

The Hotel Mouse (1922) was originally titled Little Miss Raffles, but the composer died
before finishing the score.! The story is set in Monte Carlo and concerns Mauricette, a young
girl known to the police as “The Hotel Mouse.” She is an accomplished cat burglar and master of

disguise. She has the uncanny skill to sneak in and out of hotels on the Riviera and steal jewelry
from the rich patrons.?

So why was it originally called Little Miss Raffles?

Because of Raffles, a fictional character created in 1898 by E. W. Hornung, brother-in-
law of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, the creator of Sherlock Holmes. Raftles is a “gentleman thief,”

supporting himself by carrying out ingenious burglaries. Raffles is an expert thief and like
Holmes, he is a master of disguise.?
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